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RANDOLPH HILL ROAD RECONSTRUCTION 

UPDATE #2 - 06/22/2011 
 

Good Afternoon Folks, 
 
Here is the second installment of the Randolph Hill Road Reconstruction Update.  It has been two 
weeks since my last update and I am sure you have all been patiently waiting! 
 
The Contractor, Nelson Communications Services, has continued installing roadway drainage 
improvements on the upper section of Randolph Hill Road.  The Contractor is currently working near 
the Beringer Farm, and progressing toward Route 2.  Several drainage structures and associated 
pipes have been installed since the last update.  These structures are located near the edge of the 
road and have been surrounded by barrels, cones, and caution tape.  Please be careful throughout 
your travels. 
 
Since the last update many mailboxes have been relocated.  Everyone uphill from the sharp corner 
(other than Dunham and Darlington) has been relocated to the High Acres Road intersection.  As 
seasonal residents who live uphill from the corner begin to put their mailboxes out, they will be 
relocated to High Acres Road.  The mailboxes have been installed in sequential order as requested 
by the U.S. Postal Service.  It is very important that the mailboxes remain in order to ensure nobody 
gets the wrong mail!  The mailboxes will remain in this location for the duration of the project.  I have 
had positive feedback from the U.S. Postal Service with this approach.  Placing all the mailboxes in 
one location makes it easy and safe for the folks delivering the mail, as they don’t have to constantly 
dodge construction equipment!  I would like to thank everyone for their patience and understanding 
during this process.  I can appreciate the inconvenience.  Everyone downhill from the corner 
(including Dunham and Darlington) will be relocated to Nekal Lane.  I anticipate the relocation of 
these mailboxes to begin in a week or so. 
 
The Contractor began a new process last week called “rock raking”.  This is a process of removing 
cobbles and boulders larger than 5” in the subgrade materials.  If you recall from the first update, the 
Contractor had just finished grinding (reclaiming) the pavement into the gravel mixture that you travel 
today.  The material below this pavement/gravel mixture is what is considered the “subgrade”. 
Basically, the Contractor moves the reclaimed material exposing the subgrade, and removes the 
cobbles and boulders larger than 5”.  This is completed one lane at a time to maintain one-way traffic. 
Once the cobbles and boulders have been removed from the subgrade in one lane, the Contractor 
shapes and compacts the subgrade and then re-spreads the reclaim material back over the subgrade 
and compacts. The Contractor then moves to the other travel lane and re-directs traffic to the 
completed travel lane, and the process begins all over again.  It is a very long and arduous process, 
but will prevent large cobbles and boulders from being pushed to the surface of the road creating use 
and maintenance issues.   
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The Contractor began surveying the proposed roadway centerline.  If you see some wooden stakes 
on the side of the road, please be careful not to disturb them.  They should be clearly marked with 
orange paint or pink ribbon.  Additionally, the Contractor began surveying the tree clearing limits on 
the Dunham, Lee, and Stever properties.  We want to make sure that we pinpoint the extents of 
construction to limit the amount of tree clearing to only what is necessary.   
 
I am also fully aware that there is a dust issue.  During wet weather, the dust isn’t an issue.  However, 
if we get several dry days, as of recent, the reclaim material can dry quickly.  Dry weather and high 
traffic speeds are creating dust issues on the road.  We have noticed that travel speeds of less than 
20 mph do not seem to create a dust issue but anything over that will.  The Contractor is in the 
process of getting a water truck to water the road.  This could happen as early as tomorrow.  Please 
limit your speeds to help keep the dust as minimal as possible and we will work with the Contractor to 
water the road as necessary.   
 
Regarding the installation of underground utility conduits, we have had some interest by a few 
residents.  We are coordinating these efforts with PSNH and Fairpoint to make sure the proposed 
installations are done in accordance with their standards.  Based on a few conversations, it appears 
that both PSNH and Fairpoint are reluctant to place underground utility conduits below the roadway 
for a variety of reasons.  It has been their experience that these become a maintenance issue over 
time and usually cost the utility and homeowner more money and hassle than anticipated.  Both 
utilities suggested overhead lines across the road to a new pole and then underground to the 
resident.  We will coordinate further with both utilities to determine the best course of action and will 
respond to those residents who expressed a desire to complete this as part of this project.  Stay 
tuned.     
 
On a closing note, please remember that this is a construction zone and there are people and 
construction equipment working either in the road or on the side of the road.  There have been a few 
speed issues since the road has been reclaimed.  I do not want to see anyone get hurt.  The Town of 
Randolph is in the process of getting new signs with a slower speed limit.  In the meantime, please be 
careful.  Additionally, the slower the speed, the less dust that gets kicked up.  
 
Until next time, please drive safe (and THANK YOU to everyone who has provided cookies, they are 
delicious)! 
 
 

Eric Grenier, EIT 
Resident Engineer 
(603) 723-4693 
egrenier@hebengineers.com 
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